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Holland. Cook had chosen this name because the coast near
Port Jackson had borne a close resemblance to that of the
real South Wales. There was no local patriotism in the trans-
action, as Cook was a Yorkshireman, but in the character of
this extraordinary man there seems to have been no room for
personal vanity. And Dumont d'Urvillc was right when he
wrote in a book on his own two voyages through the Pacific,
undertaken during the twenties and thirties of the last cen-
tury, that Captain James Cook would ever be regarded as the
most illustrious navigator of both the past and future ages,
and that his name would for ever remain at the head of the
list of the sailors of all nations, as much on account of his
personal traits as his ability as a navigator.

This was no small praise, but already another Frenchman,
whose name also stands writ large upon the maps of the
Pacific, had given expression to a similar sentiment. When
the famous Captain La Perouse sailed from Botany Bay on his
last and fateful voyage in the year 1788 he turned to the
English officer who bade him farewell and remarked rather
sadly, " But what can I hope to do ? Your Mr Cook has done
so much that he has left me nothing but to admire his work."

Speaking of these two gallant Frenchmen, I feel tempted
once more to stress the peculiarities of the breed of men who
gave us the Pacific. Others who had pushed forth into un-
known parts of the world had, of course, been people of
remarkable courage and endowed with tremendous powers of
endurance, for otherwise they would never have been able to
do what they did. But those who chose the Pacific as their
experimental territory were more than that Almost invariably
they were also people of some imagination, and many of
them were scholars and scientists of outstanding merit This
may, of course, have been due to the feet that the Pacific was
the last of all oceans to be explored, when the general level of
culture was considerably higher than it had been in the days
of Queen Elizabeth or the early East India Company. But it